Differences in dichotic listening asymmetries in depression according to symptomatology.
Subjects suffering from major depressive disorder were compared to normal controls on two verbal dichotic listening tasks. Although there were no significant differences between the groups on a task primarily of language perception, significant differences were obtained on a task with an attentional component. Overall performance was lower for the depressed group and ear asymmetry was reduced. Within the depressed group ear asymmetry varied according to symptomatology; withdrawal-retardation was associated with a lack of asymmetry and anxiety with a normal right ear advantage. The results were interpreted in terms of an interaction between affect and attention, and possible underlying mechanisms of cerebral hemisphere function were discussed.